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What is parallel 
teaching?

Students are divided 
into mixed-ability 
groups and each co-
teaching partner 
teaches the same 
material (Cook & 
Friend, 1995).

-smaller groups

-both teachers provide instruction/support

-can be used when supplies/materials are limited
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What is parallel 
teaching?

Students are divided 
into mixed-ability 
groups and each co-
teaching partner 
teaches the same 
material (Cook & 
Friend, 1995).

reinventing 
parallel 
teaching
[Kluth, 2020]

• create uneven groupings to 
balance needs at times

• use flexible groupings including 
heterogeneous groups, skill-based 
groups [revisions with peers; 
revisions w/teacher], and choice 
groups

• doesn’t need to be the whole 
lesson

• move beyond lessons (e.g., 
discussions, review sessions, 
community-builders, 
assessments)
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sophisticated show & tell 
Kluth, P. [2020] Universal Design 
Daily, 2nd edition. • Share something related 

to your family’s 
history/story.

• Bring something that is a 
metaphor for 8th grade.

• Show something that 
inspires “wonder” in your 
life.

• Share a piece of art that is 
meaningful to you (e.g., a 
painted rock, a picture of 
your dog).

make it inclusive:
repeat it, provide examples, 
ask for volunteers, add a 
language goal 
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• Select some content-related words & 

show them to the illustrator. Then, 

have him or her draw these words on 

the board. Start with concepts that are 

concrete & somewhat easy to 

draw/guess (e.g., valley, amphibian, 

equation). 

• When students are ready for a 

challenge, introduce concepts that are 

more abstract (e.g., calorie, 

independence, theory).

• As the illustrator draws, have students 

guess the image. 

draw, guess & learn
Kluth, P. [2020] Universal Design 

Daily, 2nd edition.

rock, paper, scissors
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one-minute papers
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objections to parallel teaching

We don’t have enough space.

My co-teacher does not know the material well enough to use 
parallel.

Pacing is a big problem. We struggle to finish lessons & 
assemble back together in same time frame. 

Moving furniture is disruptive & we lose valuable teaching time.

It’s easier to teach one whole-class lesson that two small-
group lessons.
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parallel teaching: 20 ideas                                                        
[Kluth & Causton (2016). 30 Days to the Co-Taught Classroom.]

Final thoughts?

15

16


