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> Clarify the Meaning and Purpose of Goals
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ENGAGEMENTSustaining Effort & Persistence

116 Adapt Your Aim
Understand that some students will have different lesson goals than others. Most students in most lessons will  
be addressing the same targets as their peers, but if your school is truly inclusive and you are supporting students 
with a wide range of needs in your classroom, you will occasionally have to set different objectives for different 
students in the same lesson or unit. This may be especially true for students with Individualized Education 
Programs. 

In some lessons and activities, students with disabilities may have adapted work, materials, or targets that help 
them both learn standards-based content and practice competencies on the IEP. For example, during a lesson on 
demonstration speeches in a middle school ELA classroom, a student with cerebral palsy who is non-speaking 
might be working on the goal of accessing his augmentative communication system to share remarks with the 
class. While others are being assessed on their posture, pace, and inflection, this learner might be assessed instead 
on his ability to face the group and navigate the dynamic menu on his device. Likewise, the goal of “selecting art 
objects for a personal portfolio and explaining why they were chosen” might need to be adapted for a young child 
with extensive support needs. This child might instead be expected to use a pointing response to pick one favorite 
item from a field of three.
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