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299 Add Audiobooks
Audiobooks have been a staple in early elementary classrooms for decades. They are also commonly used by 
students with disabilities and multilingual learners. This format allows these students to access literature and 
engage with grade-level content. 

Did you know, however, that there are many reasons to integrate the use of audiobooks into your classroom for 
all students? They can help teachers reinforce many different skills. Listening to proficient narrators can help all 
students become more fluent and expressive readers, for instance. Hearing read alouds of different texts provides 
all students with models for pacing and expression. 

Additionally, this strategy encourages a life-long habit. Readers who use audiobooks in addition to print can 
expand their access to literature and information. This is a powerful idea that you can discuss with students 
repeatedly. Give examples from your own life (e.g., listening to one text while you walk the dog and reading a 
paperback before you go to bed at night). Talk about context. Suggest listening to books to get through a dull hour 
of household chores, for instance.  

Finally, audiobooks can foster a love for reading, as they can expose students to a wider range of texts including 
those they cannot decode on their own. An emerging reader can independently access a text-heavy picture book 
and a student in middle school can tackle a fantasy novel that would be a bit too daunting in print. 

To encourage these behaviors and reap these benefits, talk to students about how and why to access audio as a 
reader. Then, look for ways to use them in lessons. Play the opening pages of a new novel to help students pronounce 
difficult names and locations or use an audio snippet to teach about storytelling skills (e.g., conveying emotions).
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