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REPRESENTATIONPerception

307 Read To Them
Reading aloud fosters a sense of community in the classroom, provides common ground for discussion, and 
connects the group to reading as a way to learn. It is also an auditory alternative to accessing content through text 
and may, therefore, increase the accessibility of material for some students. 

Another benefit of the read aloud is that it provides a way for teachers to provide both “mirrors and windows” to 
all students. This term originated with educator Emily Style in the late 1980s and was further developed by Dr. 
Rudine Sims Bishop. In a landmark article, Bishop wrote: 

Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. These 
windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only to walk through in imagination to become part of 
whatever world has been created or recreated by the author. When lighting conditions are just right, however, 
a window can also be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and in that 
reflection, we can see our own lives and experiences as part of a larger human experience. Reading, then, 
becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their mirrors in books. (1990, p. ix)

Use this language to teach students about books. With this framing, learners can assess their own reading habits 
and experiences and offer feedback on classroom materials, as well.

A “mirrors and windows” lens should also be used to select read alouds. To provide both “views” to all students, 
feature authors that represent a variety of perspectives, experiences, and identities. This guideline is important 
when choosing literature but is also relevant for teachers who use a “read aloud” format to share short news 
stories, pieces of information text, or poems.
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