Welcoming Interests & Identities

Optimize Independent Choice and Autonomy
@wg

In addition to making choices about their individual learning and personal supports, students should be invited
to engage in decisions that affect them and their classmates. These decisions can range from something as simple
as choosing what snacks to serve during an open house to engaging in the beginning-to-end planning process of a
whole-class whole-day service project.

Decide Together

This work involves more than just eliciting student opinions before making a final decision on your own; it means
bringing students in as true partners in different aspects of classroom life.

There are many decisions that might be shared with students. Examples include the following:

Which new titles should we purchase for the classroom library? How and where should we display classroom work?

Which guest speakers should we invite this year? Which music should we play during transition or break times?
What field trips should we take this year? How should we share what we are learning?

How should we spend this $200 donation from the PTO? How should we arrange our learning space?

Which classroom rules and norms should we adopt? How should we decorate our learning space?

How can we honor our classroom rules and norms? Which activities should we incorporate into our soft start Fridays?

Other ways to encourage student voice and choice? Engage in check-ins. Try a suggestion box. Introduce class
meetings.
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