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9 Improvise

The world of improvisational comedy can be a great place to pick up new ideas for the universal design of lessons.
Consider ideas that will allow students to think on their feet, have fun, be silly, and explore content in a new way.

Invite students to act out passages from the textbook (e.g., photosynthesis, Washington crossing the Delaware).
Let them create humorous sketches about the ideas or concepts you study (e.g., You are an adverb and nobody
in your family understands you; You are the endocrine system and you want to be a movie star). Assign groups
to invent dances related to classroom content (e.g., Parallelogram Polka, Hydrogen Hop). Ask them to write and
perform a funny dialogue for two people, ideas, or concepts you assign (e.g., an argument between Pluto and
planets in our solar system; a phone call from the nervous system to the respiratory system).
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