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ENGAGEMENTSustaining Effort & Persistence

128 Level It Out
To meet the needs of all students in your classroom, provide various ways to access the assigned text. Look for 
different versions of the book or chapter. Romeo and Juliet, for instance, is available in hundreds of different 
formats. You can use the original play, annotated and modern-day language versions, graphic novels, and study 
guides. If you have students needing even more scaffolding, you can assign them to watch the play, a movie 
version of the play, a puppet show scene from the play (tinyurl.com/UDDaily-Day128-1), a puppet music video of the 
play (tinyurl.com/UDDaily-Day128-2), a 1-minute AI recap of the play (tinyurl.com/UDDaily-Day128-3), or a SparkNotes 
cartoon clip of the classic (tinyurl.com/UDDaily-Day128-4).

Another way to help all students access content at their own level is to provide a range of texts focused on the 
same topic. If you are studying earthquakes, you might offer students a picture book on the topic like Earthquakes 
by Seymour Simon, a leveled reader like Earthquakes and Other Natural Disasters by Harriet Griffey, a dramatic 
historical fiction offering like Lily and the Great Quake: A San Francisco Earthquake Survival Story by Veeda Bybee, 
a short newspaper clipping on a recent earthquake, and a compelling story about the potential impact of an 
earthquake, such as Eight Days: A Story of Haiti by Edwidge Danticat.
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