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ENGAGEMENTSustaining Effort & Persistence

140 Talk In Circles
Looking for a new way to encourage both listening and sharing? Try conversation circles. 

To create conversation circles, put students into groups of four. Then, ask them to form a ring and face their 
partners. 

Next, provide a prompt (e.g., “What are some of the themes in I’m Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter?”; “What did 
you learn from our field trip to the forest preserve?”) and have one student begin answering the question. After 
about a minute, play some music or give an audio cue to indicate that a another student should begin talking. 

The second student will immediately pick up where the first student left off, building on their answer. The process 
continues until every student has made a contribution. Additional rounds can be added, of course, if the topic is 
particularly engaging or if students seem to have a lot of information or ideas to share. 

Be sure to set students up for success in this activity. Remind them, for instance, that only one person should 
be speaking at a time and that this is a listening activity as well as a sharing exercise. Further, you may need to 
provide adaptations for any student who will struggle to stay focused on the topic or generate ideas on the spot. 
These individuals may need a cheat sheet of ideas to share or a list of sentence starters to participate successfully.
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