Interaction

Vary and Honor the Methods For Response, Navigation, and Movement @
@wg

In a universally designed classroom, it is critical that students have a variety of ways to show what they know.
This is important not only to keep instruction lively and interesting, but also to support those who cannot easily
express themselves with speech. Students who are selectively mute or non-speaking, for instance, will need
alternatives for engaging in on-the-spot assessments, answering classroom questions, and participating in daily
academic activities.

Show Vs. Say

Students can express themselves by:

demonstrating/performing a task; making a poster or collage; holding up a response card (e.g., true/

role-playing/acting out a response; creating a drawing or other piece of art; false); or

circling a response; pointing to a card or object; providing a physical resp onse (e.g';., “Walk
to the front of the room if you think the

using manipulatives; pointing to a response on a answeris _____, and to the back of the

designing a chart, diagram, or map; communication board/choice board/app; room if you think the answer is _____").

indicating/responding on an interactive

choosing or taking a photo;
9 9ap white board;

Today, consider using a new “show vs. say” strategy for students who many need this adaptation. Pick one idea
from this list. Tomorrow, try another.

216 Universal Design Daily © 2025 Paula Kluth



