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Students who cannot easily access a standard keyboard will need options for participation and success. There are
many types of keyboards that might be offered:

Explore Keyboards

Ergonomic keyboards. These are designed to reduce strain and
fatigue by mimicking a more natural typing position. Ergonomic
keyboards may have split keys, a “tented" center, or oversized keys.

Large print keyboards. Students with low vision may need
keyboards with yellow keys and large letters.

Compact keyboards. These are suitable for students with reduced
manual dexterity and other movement problems. Because compact
keyboards are small, they can be positioned more easily on a
learner's table, desk, or wheelchair tray.

Braille keyboards. Keyboards with raised keys allow students who
are blind or have low vision to type and use digital devices. Braille
overlays can also be purchased for these learners.

Half-QWERTY keyboards. This option is used by students who

type with one hand. The keys on one side of a standard QWERTY
keyboard are used. By holding down the space bar, the student can
access the other half of the keyboard.

Virtual keyboards. Some students, including those with physical
disabilities, may struggle to use a physical keyboard. This
keyboard is one of the easiest to offer students, as it is a
function that is available on many tools and devices. In Windows
1, for instance, it is found in SETTINGS. Under ACCESSIBILITY,
the student will find KEYBOARD as a choice and can enable the
ON-SCREEN KEYBOARD.
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