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> Use Multiple Tools for Construction, Composition, and Creativity
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236 Get Emoji-nal 
Emojis are part of the expressive vocabulary of students of all ages. Educators can integrate these familiar images to 
engage learners in writing, expressive tasks (e.g., classroom voting), and other creative activities. 

Using pictures to complement and “punch up” writing is not a new concept, but emojis are a bit different from 
illustrations. Perhaps more so than other types of symbols, emojis are open to interpretation. For instance, some 
people use an emoji with a wink and tongue hanging out to express “I’m exhausted,” while others use it to punctuate 
a joke. Writing with emojis, therefore, is an exercise in creativity and imagination. 

Emojis are also fun to use. They are tinged with humor and silliness and may, therefore, feel delightfully out of place 
in a classroom assignment to some students.

To incorporate emojis into a lesson, discuss how students should use them. Are they adding one to a response or 
using only images to create a reflection? Additionally, you will want to have a conversation about using this tool 
respectfully. Give examples of inappropriate uses and discuss how images can be misinterpreted. 

Once guidelines are in place, design classroom experiences. Use emojis to communicate tone in a piece of writing. 
Ask students to write emoji equations. Invite them to add at least three symbols into a “one-minute” paper [see Day 
248]. Put the class into groups and challenge them to rewrite an emoji-rich version of the preamble.

There are several places to find emojis. Emojipedia (emojipedia.org) is a web-based catalog filled with options. Several 
emojis can also be found in the INSERT menu in Google Docs.
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