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>   Build Fluencies with Graduated Levels of Support for Practice and Performance
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240 Add Scaffolds 
In education, scaffolding refers to instructional strategies used to help students acquire skills, move toward greater 
independence, and gain a deeper understanding of material. Like physical scaffolding, the supports involved are 
incrementally removed when they are no longer needed.

All teachers undoubtedly use various forms of instructional scaffolding. A music teacher is using scaffolding when 
she plays part of a cello solo with her student to help them learn the tempo, as is a writing teacher who gives a few 
learners paragraph frames to help them remember how to structure sentences.

Being intentional about using these strategies is a key part of universally designing learning experiences. As you 
bring scaffolds into the classroom, consider how and when to integrate them and how, when, and if to adjust or 
remove them. Some supports will be used for one or two lessons and others may be used all year long.

There are many ways to provide scaffolds in the classroom:

 > Use visuals. Create a picture tutorial of how to assemble a virtual 
portfolio. Give students examples of persuasive essays before 
asking them to write one.

 > Model it. There are many behaviors, actions, and skills that are 
hard to explain and need to be demonstrated (e.g., doing a proper 
push up, bisecting an angle).

 > Provide cues. Ask questions, give reminders, or make observations. 
For a young child learning to use scissors, a scaffold might be a 
suggestion to “push” the tool forward as they cut.

 > Encourage collaboration and peer support. Students who have not 
yet mastered a competency can gain confidence and support from 
one another.
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