Expression & Communication

Address Biases Related to Modes of Expression and Communication :/D

&
Use ACC For All

In an inclusive classroom, teachers can use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) to support all students,
including those without speech or language needs. AAC encompasses a range of tools and strategies that assist students
in expressing themselves (e.g.,, communication boards, speech-generating devices, sign language). Many of these
supports will not only be interesting to students without identified needs, but perhaps even useful and instructive.

A young child may learn sight words from interacting with a student who is using AAC and a voice-output device, for
instance. A student who is arguing with a classmate may find it's emotionally easier to sign “I'm sorry” using ASL instead
of saying it aloud for all to hear.

If some of your students use AAC, why not ask all students to use it at some point? Giving everyone an opportunity to
communicate with a variety of expressive options is not only a helpful way to introduce certain tools and strategies, but it
can center and elevate the tools that your students with disabilities use.

Give everyone the option to either speak or write a response during a group sharing activity. Have all students hold up
communication cards instead of shouting out answers. Let learners occasionally dialogue on paper with a partner in lieu
of participating in group discussions.

This strategy will not only give AAC users opportunities to communicate effectively in a broader range of situations, but
it will also provide them with communication models as they learn new systems, tools, and devices.
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