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> Clarify Vocabulary, Symbols, and Language Structures
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REPRESENTATIONLanguage & Symbols

310 Introduce Idioms
Some students struggle to understand aspects of English. Those learning the language certainly fall into 
this category, but many other students including those on the autism spectrum, those with certain learning 
disabilities, and those who are deaf and hard of hearing may also have needs in this area. 

One aspect of English that is particularly challenging for many is figurative language. Understanding idioms, 
metaphors, irony, and hyperbole isn’t easy. Therefore, even students without identified needs will profit from 
strategies that make these devices easier to comprehend. Try the following figurative language “busting” ideas: 

 > Teach figurative language across the curriculum. 

 > Explain expressions as you use them in the classroom. 

 > Provide opportunities to learn about language (e.g., teach  
a “metaphor of the week”). 

 > Share related picture books (e.g., The King Who Rained,  
Amelia Bedelia). 

 > Encourage students to keep figurative language dictionaries  
to learn and remember terms they hear. 

 
AI can also be used to teach idioms in ways that are both engaging and amusing. Using a site like Canva  
(canva.com) or Stable Diffusion (stablediffusionweb.com/#demo), students can create images of idioms to learn  
their meanings. Make a cartoon or realistic picture of “a person who looks angry and is flying away from a  
door” to illustrate “flying off the handle,” for instance.
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