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316 Move From Text To Speech
Text-to-speech (TTS) is often used as an accommodation for individual learners. It can provide a host of benefits 
to students who struggle with decoding, but it has several uses for students without identified needs, as well.   

TTS options allow students to decode text with both fluency and accuracy. It increases access to grade-level 
content and enables them to work more independently. Further, it provides support to focus on understanding 
the material (vs. decoding the words) when the goal of the lesson is comprehension. Finally, this easy-to-access 
tool can reduce student frustration; struggling to access content is typically tiring, sometimes embarrassing, and 
often exasperating.  

This technology also provides students with easy access to repeated readings of text, which supports vocabulary 
learning and other literacy skills. There may be many students in the classroom who appreciate this use of TTS–
including those who can decode independently. These students may read once to get the gist of a passage and 
listen to the text on a second or third pass to ensure comprehension.

There are many uses for TTS in the classroom. Students can use it to access content for assignments and 
classroom activities. TTS can also be used as a reading fluency support. Many tools highlight words as they 
are read aloud. This feature can improve decoding as well as other literacy skills (e.g., recognizing patterns in 
language). Finally, this tech is a tool for writers. To avoid errors and to submit the best possible product, students 
should hone the habit of reading written work aloud before submitting it. For those who struggle with decoding, 
TTS tools can be used for this purpose.
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