Language & Symbols

Address Biases in the Use of Language and Symbols
@wg

Acknowledging and celebrating linguistic diversity not only promotes equity but also fosters respect and strengthens
community bonds. Honoring students’ languages, incorporating them into the learning environment, validating their
use, and creating a space where students can feel proud of their identities is critical for the success of all.

Embrace Linguistic Abundance

Cultural events and international festivals are an important part of building community in a school. These
activities highlight the assets of multilingualism and encourage students to celebrate all of their identities and
are, therefore, an important aspect of this work. They should not be, however, the only way a school embraces
linguistic abundance and might instead be seen as the baseline of such activities.

Embracing multilingualism is also important. Create a welcome sign in the school’s entry with greetings in many
languages. Add bilingual (or trilingual) signage throughout the school, offer newsletters in multiple languages,
and incorporate texts in a variety of languages into lessons. Ask students to teach some of their language to the
group. Teach about the benefits and assets of multilingualism (e.g., critical thinking).

Additionally, when possible and appropriate, support translanguaging; encourage students to use their
different languages across discussions and activities to boost their learning and comprehension. Group students
strategically so they can use their diverse languages to help one another.

Finally, school staff should be trained in cultural competence and language inclusion. Teachers can support
multilingual learners by using inclusive teaching strategies (e.g., scaffolding lessons, providing visual aids), for
example.
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