Building Knowledge

Highlight and Explore Patterns, Critical Features, Big Ideas, and Relationships
@wg

A powerful way to help students gain clarity on a topic is to give a lot of examples. Examples can make abstract
content more concrete and enhance a learner’s comprehension of an idea. Without rich and appropriate
illustrations, students may overgeneralize or undergeneralize the concept you are teaching, or they may develop
misconceptions about it. Consider these tips to help students make the most of the examples you provide:

Give Examples

Vary what you share. If you are teaching students about pop art, you
certainly would want to display Andy Warhol's work. To help students
generalize appropriately, however, you would also want to show the
work of other artists. In addition, you would want to show pieces
from the 19705 and beyond, and sculptures as well as paintings.

Start with what they know. Begin with an example that might be
easy for students to understand. For instance, if you are teaching
about disability, even young children know that some people

with disabilities use wheelchairs. Therefore, you can begin your
discussion by talking about individuals with physical disabilities.
After you have defined disability and students are gaining some
understanding of the concept, you can move on to talk about
sensory differences such as blindness and low vision.

Show what it is not. Be sure to share not just examples, but
several non-examples to help students anchor concepts. When
Alanis Morissette's popular song “Ironic" came out in 1996, many
teachers used it teach about irony, as it is (ironically) filled with
non-examples. It, therefore, became a memorable way for students
to learn what irony is and is not.

Let them try. After sharing some examples and non-examples,
give students additional examples and non-examples to sort.
Give them practice figuring out what elements of an idea are

the most important.
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