Building Knowledge

Cultivate Multiple Ways of Knowing and Making Meaning
@wg

A strategy for cultivating “many ways of knowing” is seeking experiences that expand learning beyond the
classroom and that leverage the wisdom and knowledge of the community.

Leverage Learning Partners

Teachers might ask students to interview a parent, guardian, grandparent, or neighbor. Alternatively, they could
be charged with conducting a small group interview with important people in their circle. They might ask about a
moment in history, pose a question (e.g., how to solve a problem), or explore a big idea (e.g., “What is peace?”).

Community collaboration can also be more formal. The Chicago Grassroots Curriculum Taskforce (CGCT), for
example, supports community revitalization. They bring different stakeholders together to write curricula that
explore local history. Students learn about struggles for justice in their communities and study intersections of
race, place, and economics. A popular project developed by the CGCT is the community walk; students develop
tours of their neighborhoods and share their knowledge of local history (Charest, 2021).

Other schools use strategies like Youth Participatory Action Research (YPAR) to connect students to learning
partners. Using YPAR, students can research solutions to community problems. Projects range from exploring
the lack of affordable local grocery stores to presenting to city officials on the need for leaders of color in the
community. See UC-Berkeley’s YPAR Hub for related resources: yparhub.berkeley.edu/why-ypar.

Visit the National Equity Project (nationalequityproject.org) to explore yet another option for community
connections. This organization promotes a process of liberatory design to support dialogue and problem-solving.
This process might be used to explore questions that impact several different stakeholder groups (e.g., “How can
we create a more inclusive school?”).
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