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Instructions:

•	 This tool can be used as an informal assessment for a school or as a planning tool 
for an inclusive steering committee or professional learning community. It should be 
completed collaboratively and used to create an action plan or inclusion-related 
goals. Appropriate use of the checklist can guide your understanding of 
inclusive practices and serve as a catalyst for improvements.

•	 Read and discuss each question. For any “no” answer, choose a 
response in the fourth column and add any relevant comments. Finally, 
record the names of staff or team members responsible for any actions 
or next steps.

Yes No If no, we need to:

Team members 
responsible for next 

steps/actions:
Is there a school philosophy or 
mission statement in support of 
inclusion?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Is our vision of inclusion inclusive? In 
other words, are we considering how 
to make our school inclusive around 
issues of disability, race, ethnicity, 
religion, gender, etc.?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do staff development opportunities 
reflect an inclusive philosophy?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Are there ongoing professional 
development activities provided to 
help teachers learn about inclusive 
practices?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Does the school leadership promote 
inclusion through written materials, 
presentations, and so forth?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”
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Yes No If no, we need to:

Team members 
responsible for next 

steps/actions:
Do teachers use language that reflects 
the philosophy of inclusive education 
(e.g., “our students” vs. “your 
students” or “my students”)?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do students with disabilities attend 
their neighborhood schools (the 
schools they would attend if they did 
not have a disability)?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Are students with disabilities being 
educated in classrooms with their 
same-age peers?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

When possible, do related services 
professionals (e.g., OTs, SLPs) deliver 
services to students in general 
education classrooms? 

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do students with disabilities use the 
same transportation as students 
without disabilities, whenever 
possible?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do students with disabilities use the 
same school spaces (e.g., lockers, 
entrances, lunch tables) as those 
without disabilities?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do all students participate in 
extracurricular activities?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do curricular and extracurricular 
activities encourage interactions 
between peers with and without 
disabilities?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”
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Yes No If no, we need to:

Team members 
responsible for next 

steps/actions:
Do special and general educators 
collaborate to ensure the participation 
of all students in general education 
classrooms?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do special and general educators 
collaborate to address the individualized 
education program (IEP) objectives of 
students with disabilities?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do special and general educators 
collaborate to design lessons for all 
using universal design for learning and 
differentiated instruction?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do special and general educators 
collaborate to ensure that effective 
instructional strategies are implemented 
to support all students?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do teachers promote self-determination 
(e.g., student-led IEP meetings)?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do all families feel included in our 
school/district?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Do our families of students with 
disabilities feel like important/key 
members of their child’s team?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”

Are special educators, general 
educators, paraprofessionals, and 
related services professionals  
co-planning and co-teaching?

▢ Get more information
▢ Draft a plan
▢ Get resources 
▢ Get outside help
▢ Assign a “to do”
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